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 Charles Dickens,  a Victorian  author who was born in England 1812 and died there in 1870, wrote  novels that appealed alike to critics and the general public.  David Copperfield, written in 1850, was  thought to be his most autobiographical novel, and begins:
 “Whether I shall turn out to be the hero of my own life, or whether that station will be held by anybody else, these pages must show. To begin my life with the beginning of my life, I record that I was born (as I have been informed and believe) on a Friday, at twelve o'clock at night. It was remarked that the clock began to strike, and I began to cry, simultaneously.”
Charles John Huffman Dickens was born on  February 7, 1812 in Portsmouth, England, the son of Elizabeth Barrow  and John Dickens,  a clerk in the British Navy Pay Office.  John Dickens, who was thought to have inspired the Mr. Micawber character in  David Copperfield went to prison for nonpayment of debt in 1824. With the exception of  Charles, who had been sent out to work in advance of this event, Dickens senior was accompanied by his wife, Elizabeth,  and their children.   Recognizing that    John needed help supporting the family, Mrs. Dickens sent 12 year old Charles to work in the infamous Warren Shoeblacking Factory, there to work 16 hour days  in hideous conditions, pasting labels on boxes.  This experience marked  Dickens indellibly, and became the inspiration for  Oliver Twist  and David Copperfield, two major novels  in which the mistreatment of children during the  industrial revolution is vividly evoked.  
Although he was certainly impecunious, John Dickens was not an unkind parent, as evidenced by his arranging, after his release from prison,  for his brightest child, Charles, to attend Wellington House Academy in London. His mother was another story, and Charles never forgave her for forcing him  to continue in the monstrous blacking factory job well after his father’s release from prison. The resentment he felt for Elizabeth for this treatment lasted untill she died. 
In 1827 another eviction forced Charles to  abandon his studies  for work  as a law clerk in a London firm.  But after learning  shorthand, Charles was able to leave the law firm for a job as a court reporter for The Doctors Commons.  What spare time was left him after long hours of work, the future author spent in the library of The British Museum.  

In 1830 Dickens embarked on a first and unsuccessful love affair with Maria Beadnell, a young woman whose father dispatched her to Paris for an indefinite period, when he saw that Charles was not  a suitable candidate for her hand.
In 1833, Dickens’ first story, “A Dinner at Poplar Walk” was published in The Monthly Magazine and soon after that  some of his sketches were published in a newspaper called The Morning Chronicle, for which he adopted ‘Boz’ as a pseudonym, a name he liked so much  he used it thereafter.   
In 1836 Charles took a bachelor apartment in the city, after which his first book, a collection of stories titled Sketches by Boz, was published.  In that same year he married the daughter of the editor of The Evening Chronicle,  Catherine Hogarth.
In 1837,  Oliver Twist was  serialised in a monthly magazine.   Nicholas Nickleby followed  in 1838, The Old Curiosity Shop in 1840, and Barnaby Rudge in 1841. These novels were followed  by five popular Christmas books, the first of which, A Christmas Carol, appeared in 1843, its installments eagerly awaited by a growing cadre of Dickens afficianados on both sides of the Atlantic.  A journey to the United States and Canada in 1842 inspired Dickens to write his wildly unflattering American Notes, as well as Martin Chuzzlewit in 1843, both books giving negative views of America.  In 1846, after a  sojurn in Italy, Dickens published  Dombey and Son in serial form, and in 1849 David Copperfield was serialized and the Dickens family returned to London where Charles started a weekly paper called Household Words.  
Becomming interested in  amature theatricals, Dickens began to write, direct and act in family productions that were performed in his home, with his children and his  friends making up the casts,  with  proceeds donated  to  a variety of charitable causes.  In 1857 Dickens became friendly with the writer, Wilkie Collins, and while acting in one of Collins’ plays, The Frozen Deep, fell in love with his co-star, Ellen Ternan. A year later he left his wife Catherine for Ternan, and the next year founded another journal called All the Year Round.

A Tale of Two Cities , first serialised in 1859, was  followed a year later by Great Expectations. Our Mutual Friend came out in 1864 and the following year the author toured America, giving readings. This led to readings at various venues in England, his final one taking  place in St.James Hall, London.  The Mystery of Edwin Drood was published in 1870, the year Dickens sustained a cerebral hemorrage and died at his home, Gad’s Hill. He is buried in the Poet’s Corner  of Westminster Abbey, and  his tomb is inscribed: 

   “He was a sympathiser to the poor, the suffering, and the oppressed,”  
lines he might have written himself, and would no doubt have appreciated.
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