MINUTES 
of the Annual Meeting of 
The Novel Club of Cleveland 
Apr. 27, 2008

Another beautiful Sunday afternoon, the 27th of April, 2008, the home of the Emmons was the venue for the annual meeting of the Novel Club.

Gail Newman called the meeting to order shortly after 3:00 PM. By my count a total of 28 members were present.

The minutes of the 2007 annual meeting were read and accepted.

The next order of business was the application for Emeritus status of Larry Siegler who notes visual difficulty. The application was accepted with regret by a unanimous vote.

Ms. Karen Kirby was welcomed into the club as a new member as was Ms. Jane Hammond.

An unusually toxic subject then surfaced. Gail had been approached by several members following the last meeting. They referred to the club rules which stipulated that presentations of both the biographical and the critical papers be limited to 15 minutes. At some of the recent meetings presentations had run over time limits by 25 minutes or more. Since these had coincided with a late start resulting from a lengthy stay at the refreshment tables supplied by our generous hosts the time available for discussion following the papers was severely limited.

Several remedies were proposed, none so drastic as the gong and the hook familiar to those of us of a certain age. Gail, whose upbringing was probably more patrician than some of our other members suggested using a bell such as had been used in the past to summon a maid. The decision as to when to notify the speaker that the time limit was about to be exceeded provoked a variety of comments as did how many minutes over time limits was really excessive. The members all now having been sensitized to the subject did not feel it necessary to submit the many opinions to a vote.

The next topic was handled with great savoir faire. The committee to have suggested a new slate of officers failed to do so, and without turning a hair suggested that this year’s officers be appointed to serve for another year. This face-saving measure carried unanimously.

The Program Committee presented 18 choices for the books to be read for the coming year of which 9 were chosen. They include:

The Red and the Black – Stendahl              Corrections – Franzen                        

Martin Chuzzelwit – Dickens                      Confederacy of Dunces – Toole

The Doll – Boleslaw Prus                            The Line of Beauty – Hollinghurst     

Lie Down in Darkness – Styron

Ada or Ardor: A Family Chronicle – Nabokov

Suite Francaise – Irene Nemirovsky

This concluded the business part of the meeting and we all fell to and attacked the pot luck dinner to which all contributed. A special mention must be made of the generosity of our hosts the Emmons who provided all the extras that made the meeting a great success.

