MINUTES

 of the Meeting of

the Novel Club of Cleveland

December 4, 2007

On Dec.4, 2007 the meeting of The Novel Club was held at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Cleveland Heights. Our hosts, Warren and Caroline Morgan having been felled by illness, were unable to attend and turned over their hosting duties to Andy and Lee Fabens.

The Church was also being used for rehearsal by Apollo’s Fire. Strains of ethereal beauty filtered over to our area and made the comments by our members occasionally seem to have a blessing from above.

Guests at this meeting included Hal Douthit, Jane Hammond, and Leslie Sabah who was introduced by Tom Slavin as a writer from Readers Digest who had just returned from Iraq and was familiar with the area described in our novel under discussion, The Kite Runner.

The minutes from the last meeting were read. An objection was offered by Louise Mooney who disdained the title of Tennessee thrush which I had suggested and instead chose Mocking Bird which, it appears, is the State Bird of Tennessee.

Ham Emmons apologized for the temporary failure of our Web Site, which I am happy to report has recovered and is taking light nourishment at present.

Catherine LaCroix presented the biography of Khaled Hussein, the author of  Kite Runner. Dr. Hussein had been born in Afghanistan to a Tajik family. He spent some years in Paris and came to the U.S. as a refugee seeking asylum. The family was impoverished, living on Welfare and Food Stamps. Showing that the American Dream is still alive he was able to get his Bachelor’s and then M.D. degrees and demonstrating that he is still progressing up the social and financial ladder has given up the practice of Medicine to pursue his writing career. Now a Lotus Eater he resides in California.

Diane Stupay discussed the novel which she hailed as brilliant and sensitive. It is divided into three parts, the first and last in Afghanistan, and the middle in California to which like the author the major character and his father have escaped. There are three major characters: Amir, the good hearted but chicken-livered hero, his father Baba a strong personality whose love is divided between Amir and Hassan, the companion and servant of Amir who, it turns out is, coincidentally, Amir’s half brother from Baba’s extramarital liaison. Amir’s attempt to obtain his father’s unconditional love examines the father-son relationship against the backdrop of modern day Afghanistan, a country riven by successive governments and factions.

Afghanistan seemed no more riven than was our group, about half of whom thought the book was great and timeless and the other half who felt that it had been created with movie possibilities at the forefront of the author’s mind.

Both papers were well received and applauded. 

 During the heated discussion which followed, George Weimer suggested that it was a good personal memoir while Bob Targett thought it was a retelling of “how I won the rugby match”. John Conomy said that the kite theme lifted the plot and the novel. George Downing noted the lack of universal appeal of the characters while Leon Gabinet felt that there was, too, universal appeal. Art Stupay found Amir a weak character and I opined that sweet, obedient, never say no Hassan was ‘treacly’  Assef was found mean and rotten and the fact that he reappeared toward the end of the book only to have his eye put out by Hassan’s sharp-shooting slingshot-wielding son was more than coincidental payback for his father’s threat to do the same many years before.

What a shame that most of us are not likely to be around in 25 years to judge the book’s staying power.

As the meeting closed Gail announced that she and I would be joining the Florida Lotus Eaters for the next three months but that all will be well with the club which was left in the capable hands of Mme. LaCroix while my duties would be filled by Art Stupay and Louise Mooney.

Respectfully submitted,
Arthur J. Newman

